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Matthew 2:1-12(NIV) 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When 
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he 
asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they 
replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 
6  “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully 
for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and 
worship him.” 



9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they 
returned to their country by another route. 

Who were these Magi? 

- “Magi from the east” — likely scholars/astronomers from Persia or 
Babylon 

- Gentiles, outsiders to the covenant(jewish) promises 

- Wealthy, educated, influential—but spiritually hungry 

1. Jesus was born the ultimate King 

Matthew 2:1-12(NIV) 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

Daniel 2:47(ESV) 
The king answered and said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is God of gods and Lord of 
kings, and a revealer of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this mystery.” 

Revelation 19:14-16(NIV) 
The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine 
linen, white and clean. 15 Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to 
strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the 
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh 
he has this name written: king of kings and lord of lords. 

Revelation 17:14(NIV)  
They will wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will triumph over them because 
he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and 
faithful followers. 



2. Not everyone wants a king 

Matthew 2:3-8  
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When 
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he 
asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they 
replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 
6  “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully 
for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and 
worship him.” 

Matthew 2:16-18(NIV) 
When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he 
gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old 
and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what 
was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, 
    weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children 
    and refusing to be comforted, 
    because they are no more.” 

Philippians 2:9-11(NIV) 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
 and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 
11  and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

Some will bow in this life leading to salvation others will bow after 
death but it will lead to damnation  

3. The wise seek the ultimate gift 



“The wise men were not led by the star alone, but by the desire which stirred in their 
hearts to find the newborn King.”  
- Charles Spurgeon 

4. The only reasonable response to receiving the ultimate gift 
is Giving Jesus our best  

The best gift we can give to Jesus this Christmas… 
- faith 
- repentance  
- submission 
- worship 


